New Web Site

We’ve developed a web site for our program.  It is still a work in progress, but includes our performance schedule, my weekly schedule, a printable Supply Order Form, pictures, and other useful information.

I’ve also added a page where our students get to “show their stuff.”  Using SmartMusic software, we are making mp3 recordings to track each student’s development.  I will be including many of these recordings on the site.  Take a look…and a listen!

The site is linked to most of the elementary building sites, or can be reached directly at:
www.cbcsd.org/music/elementary/index.html
I welcome any feedback you might have about the site.  Feel free to use the email link to let me know what you think.  

Bookmark the page and check back frequently!
Morning Band Progress!

A few guidelines for our Morning Band rehearsals:

· Rehearsal will begin at 7:45.  Students should be in their seats at that time, with their instruments, folders, and a pencil.  Our room is tremendously crowded, so arriving late can be a disruption.  If your student will be absent for any reason, please call Hoover at 328-6537 to let me know.  I am typically there by 7:15.

· Attendance is critical.  Because we have only 1 rehearsal per week, each one is very important.  For any given concert, we may have only 8 or 9 rehearsals.  Chronic absences can have a very negative effect on both the student and the group.  If a student has missed too many practices, he or she may be held out of a performance.


Winter Concert!

Our first Concert will be held on Tuesday, January 15 at 7:00 P.M. in the gymnasium at Abraham Lincoln High School.  We are extremely fortunate to be performing with the ALHS band!

Students should arrive no later than 6:30 for our warm-ups.

For us to sound our best, we need to look our best, so students need to dress nicely.  

It is expected that all Morning Band members will attend the concert.  Students who will not in attendance need to bring a note from home explaining their absence.

SmartMusic
SmartMusic is an interactive practice, performance, and assessment software package that we are using more and more at school.  It allows us to perform with accompanying music, track assessment, and make recordings.  
This software is available to students of Mr. Mendell and Mrs. Major for a $25 annual fee.  It gives each student access to literally hundreds of exercises, solos, and fun pieces to practice at home.  All that is needed is a home PC and an inexpensive microphone.

There is more information about SmartMusic on our website.  You can subscribe at www.smartmusic.com using the subscription code CBMENDELL.

Contact Mr. Mendell

I encourage you to contact me with any questions or concerns you may have.  My email address is mmendell@cbcsd.org, or call Hoover at 328-6537.
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Beware “Bargain” Instruments


There are some “bargain” stores and catalogues out there selling brand-new instruments at very low prices.  Prices, it seems, that are too good to be true!  And in my opinion, they are.





At one point or another, all instruments will need some adjustment or repair work.  Most qualified repair technicians will not work on these instruments.  Because of the build quality of the horns, the repair technicians cannot guarantee their own repairs on them so you end up with an inexpensive instrument which is unplayable!  Many of these instruments advertise having a comprehensive and extended warrantee.  Although this seems great up front, we typically end up with an instrument that spends too much time in the shop…and not in our student’s hands.





In many cases, the build quality of these instruments is so low, that even when they are working properly, tone production is so difficult that students have a difficult time playing them.





Don’t get me wrong; there are some good bargains out there on used instruments.  However, you still must be careful when you buy.  You may find a good quality saxophone somewhere for $200, only to find that it needs a complete overhaul (new pads).  That particular job runs over $300!  Now, $200 for a good quality instrument plus $300 for the re-pad job is still a pretty good deal, but only if you know it up front.  Re-pad jobs on flutes and clarinets run more toward the $150 range.





Upcoming Events�


January 15	Winter Concert, 7PM, ALHS


January 18	Morning Band Swimming Party (tentative).  Kirn JH, 7:00PM – 8:30PM


March 6	Beginners Honor Band Rehearsal and Tour (during school)


March 7	Advanced Honor Band Rehearsal and Tour (during school)


March 11	Parade of Bands Concert, 7PM, ALHS


May 13	Pride Parade Practice, CB Stadium (during school)


May 17	Pride Parade, 10AM-1PM.



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































How Much to Practice?


We are constantly fighting the good fight when it comes to getting our student musicians to practice.  The newness of these instruments has worn off.  Now what?  As parents, we understand that many of the most important and enjoyable aspects of our own lives came only through work and perseverance.  Now that we are beginning monthly payments on our instruments, and student commitment to practicing may be waning, it is more important than ever to reinforce this hard earned lesson with our children.  This is not like playing that new video game, where the gratification is instantaneous.  The greatest lessons learned here come from commitment and perseverance, and are manifested not immediately, but throughout our children’s’ lives.


I would like to see every student practicing at home 3 or more days per week for at least 20 minutes.  Repetition is important in building the muscle memory required to play our instruments, so students should play each line at least 3 times per session.  Students’ assignments are marked in their books with the date of the next week’s lesson.





Some hints for better, more productive practice:


Practice in a quiet, well lit place with a good chair and music stand (these can be ordered through our Supply Letters at school).


Parents, please take time every week or so to listen to what your child is playing.  Note how the child has progressed in the book.  


Consider buying a metronome (available on our Supply Letter).  This inexpensive device helps your student develop a consistent and steady beat.  They make great stocking stuffers!


Use IPAS!








Hoover, Gunn, Crescent, Longfellow, Bloomer, Washington Schools


Council Bluffs, Iowa


Mark Mendell, Director



























































































































































