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It is hard to believe that second semester is already upon us.  We had an exciting 

first semester that included ten graduates.  We are very proud of them and wish them 

success in their future endeavors.  We also awarded several students for having 90% 

attendance.  We truly appreciate the effort that all students make when they are here at 

Kanesville.  It makes a significant difference when students attend on a regular basis.  

To help motivate students to be in all classes, we have added a new policy:  If students 

are absent ten days within a quarter their schedule will be moved to night high school 

classes, and they will no longer be allowed to attend during the day.  If this should occur 

during 3rd quarter, the students are invited back to day classes at the beginning of 4th 

quarter. As an additional intervention we are continuing to reward students for perfect 

attendance each week and will have a 90% attendance reward every two weeks 

beginning in February.  I would like to express my appreciation to the students who are 

working hard to earn credits toward graduation.  Keep up the great work.   
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A Touch of Art 
Kay Durfey 
 
 Thanks to the generosity of 
Omaha Arts Council and other local 
businesses and associations, 30 of our 
Kanesville students were able to attend 
a wonderful musical performance at the 
Holland Performing Arts Center on 
Thursday, January 28, 2010.  
 The performance was part of the 
Student Matinee Educational 
Performances. This particular 
performance featured ScrapArtsMusic 
[skrap-artz-myoo'zik]. ScrapArtsMusic 
excites the senses with intricate 
rhythms, raw energy, athletic 
choreography and the most inventive 
reuse of materials on stage today. 
During the performance five exceptional 
musicians delivered exciting 
performances using over 145 invented 
instruments hand-crafted from the 
shiniest metal you'll ever see. All original 
music was played on one-of-a-kind 
mobile sculptures.  
 We want to thank Diane 
VanNordstrand, one of our English 
teachers, for organizing this event for 
our students. We also want to thank 
Jenny Barnett, our principal for allowing 
our students to attend. Lastly, we want 
to thank the Omaha Arts Council for 
helping to subsidize our bussing and 
tickets. The students had a great 
educational and artistic experience.   

 

 

 
A Helping Hand 
Diane VanNordstrand & Carolyn 
Ridenour 
 

Everyday, but especially during 
the holiday season, there is a great 
need for all of us to reach out to others 
and give a helping hand.  The last two 
weeks of the semester two classes 
joined together to give of their time and 
talents to those outside of school.  
Students completed a project that had 
them smiling as well as some special 
individuals in our community at the 
Woodlands Rehabilitation Center.  
Reading the novel, A Christmas Carol, 
encouraged them to think of ways that 
they could help others.  Fabric started 
taking on a new shape as it was cut and 
tied into fleece blankets to give to the 
residents at Woodlands.  An afternoon 
was spent delivering the blankets, 
making a craft and singing Christmas 
carols with them.  Writing the reflection 
paper students expressed their joy of 
interacting with others beyond their age 
group.  The service project was an 
enjoyable experience for all those 
involved and will be a lasting memory. 
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